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WORSHIP SERVICE FOR SUNDAY, JULY 20, 2025 
DIVINE SERVICE 4  p. 203  

Confession and Absolution 

 Baptismal Waters Cover Me  LSB 616 

 

 

 
Text: Kurt E. Reinhardt, 1969Tune: Sammlung alter und neuer . . . Melodien, 1742Text: © 2003 Kurt E. Reinhardt. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 
110001895Tune: Public domain 

Stand 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

  

P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 

  

P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and receive the body and 

blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and 

confess before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot 

free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of 

God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a 

sinner. 

 
Kneel/Stand 

 

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting life. Amen. 

 

P Almighty God, merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You declared us to be Your children and gathered us into 

Your one, holy Church, in which You daily and richly forgive us our sins and grant us new life through 

Your Spirit. Be in our midst, enliven our faith, and graciously receive our prayer and praise; through Your 

Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 



2 

 

Stand 

Service of the Word 
 

Introit – responsively spoken  Psalm 27:1a, 11–12, 14; antiphon: vv. 7, 9b 
Hear, O LORD, when I | cry aloud;* 

 be gracious to me and | answer me! 

O you who have | been my help,* 

 forsake me not, O God of my sal- | vation! 

The LORD is my light and my sal- | vation;* 

 whom | shall I fear? 

Teach me your way, | O LORD,* 

 and lead me on a level path because of my | enemies. 

Give me not up to the will of my adver- | saries;* 

 for false witnesses have risen against me, and they breathe out | violence. 

Wait | for the LORD;* 

 be strong, and let your heart take courage; wait | for the LORD! 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

 and to the Holy | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

Hear, O LORD, when I | cry aloud;* 

 be gracious to me and | answer me! 

O you who have | been my help,* 

 forsake me not, O God of my sal- | vation! 

 

Kyrie LSB 204 

 
 

Gloria in Excelsis LSB 204 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 
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Salutation and Collect of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

  

P Let us pray. 

O God, You have prepared for those who love You good things that surpass all understanding. Pour into 

our hearts such love toward You that we, loving You above all things, may obtain Your promises, which 

exceed all that we can desire; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  

C Amen. 
Sit 

 

Old Testament Reading 1 Kings 19:11–21 
 11[The Lord] said, “Go out and stand on the mount before the LORD.” And behold, the LORD passed by, and a 

great and strong wind tore the mountains and broke in pieces the rocks before the LORD, but the LORD was not 

in the wind. And after the wind an earthquake, but the LORD was not in the earthquake. 12And after the 

earthquake a fire, but the LORD was not in the fire. And after the fire the sound of a low whisper. 13And when 

Elijah heard it, he wrapped his face in his cloak and went out and stood at the entrance of the cave. And behold, 

there came a voice to him and said, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” 14He said, “I have been very jealous for 

the LORD, the God of hosts. For the people of Israel have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, and 

killed your prophets with the sword, and I, even I only, am left, and they seek my life, to take it away.” 15And 

the LORD said to him, “Go, return on your way to the wilderness of Damascus. And when you arrive, you shall 

anoint Hazael to be king over Syria. 16And Jehu the son of Nimshi you shall anoint to be king over Israel, and 

Elisha the son of Shaphat of Abel-meholah you shall anoint to be prophet in your place. 17And the one who 

escapes from the sword of Hazael shall Jehu put to death, and the one who escapes from the sword of Jehu shall 

Elisha put to death. 18Yet I will leave seven thousand in Israel, all the knees that have not bowed to Baal, and 

every mouth that has not kissed him.” 

 19So he departed from there and found Elisha the son of Shaphat, who was plowing with twelve yoke of oxen 

in front of him, and he was with the twelfth. Elijah passed by him and cast his cloak upon him. 20And he left the 

oxen and ran after Elijah and said, “Let me kiss my father and my mother, and then I will follow you.” And he 

said to him, “Go back again, for what have I done to you?” 21And he returned from following him and took the 

yoke of oxen and sacrificed them and boiled their flesh with the yokes of the oxen and gave it to the people, and 

they ate. Then he arose and went after Elijah and assisted him. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Gradual – responsively spoken Psalm 84:9, 8 

Behold our shield, | O God;* 

 look on the face of your a- | nointed! 

O LORD God of hosts, | hear my prayer;* 

 give ear, O God of | Jacob! 

 

Epistle 1 Corinthians 1:18–25 
 18The word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of 

God. 19For it is written, 

“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 

 and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 

20Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made 

foolish the wisdom of the world? 21For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through 

wisdom, it pleased God through the folly of what we preach to save those who believe. 22For Jews demand signs 

and Greeks seek wisdom, 23but we preach Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and folly to Gentiles, 24but 

to those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 25For the 

foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger than men. 
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A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Stand 

Alleluia and Verse 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

Holy Gospel Luke 10:38–42 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the tenth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

  

 38Now as they went on their way, Jesus entered a village. And a woman named Martha welcomed him into her 

house. 39And she had a sister called Mary, who sat at the Lord’s feet and listened to his teaching. 40But Martha 

was distracted with much serving. And she went up to him and said, “Lord, do you not care that my sister has 

left me to serve alone? Tell her then to help me.” 41But the Lord answered her, “Martha, Martha, you are anxious 

and troubled about many things, 42but one thing is necessary. Mary has chosen the good portion, which will not 

be taken away from her.” 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

Nicene Creed 
C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 

  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 
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     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 

  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 
Sit 

 

          “Come, Follow Me,” the Savior Spake                                    LSB 688 

 

 

 

 
Text: tr. Charles W. Schaeffer, 1813–96; (sts. 1–3, 5): Johann Scheffler, 1624–77; (st. 4): Geistliche Lieder und Lobgesänge, 1695 

Tune: Bartholomäus Gesius, c. 1555–1613, adapt.Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Sermon 
 

Stand 
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Prayer of the Church 
P In peace, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

  

P For the depressed, the frail and the lonely, that God would uplift them by the bold proclamation of the 

Gospel and the constant reminder that they remain a part of the Lord’s faithful remnant, let us pray to the 

Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

  

P For all preachers and hearers, that since God’s foolishness is wiser than men’s wisdom and His weakness 

stronger than men’s strength, we would delight in the folly of Christ crucified, in which the fullness of 

divine power and wisdom are hidden, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

  

P That each Christian, strengthened by the good news of life in Christ, would gladly tell others of the hope 

that they have, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

  

P For faith to let down the nets of the Lord’s Word in our daily vocations, trusting His Son will do His 

gracious work through poor sinners like us, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

  

P For the young people of the LCMS as they gather in New Orleans, that their eyes may be fixed on Jesus, 

who endured the cross for them; that they may have hope and discipline to run their course after Christ; and 

that they may return safely to their homes, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

  

P For all who suffer in body, mind or soul, [especially _____________,] that they would be hid in the shelter 

of Christ, our light and salvation; and that God would keep them from falling into faithless fear in their day 

of trouble, upholding them in His peace, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

  

P For all who commune on Christ, our chosen portion and our cup who forgives and nourishes us with His 

body and blood, that receiving Him in humble faith, God would hold our lot secure, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

  

P O Lord, never depart from us. Though we are unworthy of You and Your bounty, You are pleased to 

receive our meager thanks and reluctant obedience for the sake of Christ’s perfect obedience. Let Your 

Word rule us and Your Spirit revive us to leave behind pride and anxiety alike, that we may follow You in 

all we do; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the same 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

  
Sit 

Service of the Sacrament 

 
Stand 

 

Preface LSB 208 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 
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P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

  

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, O Lord, 

holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the countless blessings You so freely bestow on us and all 

creation. Above all, we give thanks for Your boundless love shown to us when You sent Your only-

begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him into death that we might not 

die eternally. Because He is now risen from the dead and lives and reigns to all eternity, all who believe in 

Him will overcome sin and death and will rise again to new life. Therefore with angels and archangels and 

with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and 

saying: 

 

Sanctus LSB 208 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 
P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy on us and given Your only-

begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life. 

  

In Your righteous judgment You condemned the sin of Adam and Eve, who ate the forbidden fruit, and 

You justly barred them and all their children from the tree of life. Yet, in Your great mercy, You promised 

salvation by a second Adam, Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, and made His cross a life-giving tree for all 

who trust in Him. 

  

We give You thanks for the redemption You have prepared for us through Jesus Christ. Grant us Your Holy 

Spirit that we may faithfully eat and drink of the fruits of His cross and receive the blessings of forgiveness, 

life, and salvation that come to us in His body and blood. 

  

Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us: 

 

Lord’s Prayer 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 
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          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Words of Our Lord 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He 

broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do 

in remembrance of Me.” 

  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, 

saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the 

forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

Pax Domini 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 

 

Agnus Dei LSB 210 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 
Sit 

 

Distribution 
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           Lord Jesus Christ, You Have Prepared                                     LSB 622 

 

 

 

 

 
 

5 Though reason cannot understand, 

    Yet faith this truth embraces: 

Your body, Lord, is even now 

    At once in many places. 

I leave to You how this can be; 

Your Word alone suffices me; 

    I trust its truth unfailing. 

 

6 Lord, I believe what You have said; 

    Help me when doubts assail me. 

Remember that I am but dust, 

    And let my faith not fail me. 

Your supper in this vale of tears 

Refreshes me and stills my fears 

    And is my priceless treasure. 

 

7 Grant that we worthily receive 

    Your supper, Lord, our Savior, 

And, truly grieving for our sins, 

    May prove by our behavior 

That we are thankful for Your grace 

And day by day may run our race, 

    In holiness increasing. 
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8 For Your consoling supper, Lord, 

    Be praised throughout all ages! 

Preserve it, for in ev’ry place 

    The world against it rages. 

Grant that this sacrament may be 

A blessèd comfort unto me 

    When living and when dying. 
Text: Samuel Kinner, 1603–68; tr. Emanuel Cronenwett, 1841–1931, alt.Tune: Peter Sohren, c. 1630–c. 1692, alt. 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

           I Come, O Savior, to Thy Table                                              LSB 618 

 

 

 

 
Text: Friedrich Christian Heyder, 1677–1754; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, abr.Tune: Emskirchner Choral-Buch, 1756, LeipzigText: © 1941 Concordia 

Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001895Tune: Public domain 

 
Stand 

In dismissing the communicants, the following is said: 

 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and soul to life 

everlasting. Depart T in peace. 

C Amen. 
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Nunc Dimittis LSB 211 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Post-Communion Collect 
A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we 

implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in 

fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Benedicamus LSB 212 
A Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Benediction 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
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              In the Cross of Christ I Glory                                                LSB 427 

 

 

 
Text: John Bowring, 1792–1872Tune: Ithamar Conkey, 1815–67Text and tune: Public domain 
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